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colors she gathers from landscapes. While traditional
painting visualizes depth on a flat surface through
brushwork, color layering, and perspective, Hong'’s
paintings build up repeated layers of paperboard,
creating depth as a tangible material. Thin layers of
paper serve as a medium, endowing the surface with
dimensionality while inviting viewers to engage with
the work from five angles: front, back, top, bottom, and
sides. This structural approach requires active viewer
participation and offers a new painterly space where
flatness and dimensionality, two-dimensionality and
three-dimensionality, coexist.
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Although her primary materials include canvas,
paperboard, and acrylic paint—the basics of painting—
Hong transforms and layers them to construct three-
dimensional structures. Through dozens of layers of
paint, she smooths the surface while the protruding
paper layers create optical effects, allowing viewers

to experience a tension between flatness and
dimensionality. This challenges conventional and biased
ways of seeing, prompting reflection on the illusions and
misunderstandings inherent in what we believe we “see.”
Additionally, by juxtaposing vertical and horizontal lines,
straight and curved forms, flat and raised surfaces, and
complementary colors, Hong reveals the harmony and
relationality among contrasting elements, metaphorically
reflecting the balance and equilibrium that society
should strive for.
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